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subjects, and endowed with the brains to acquire and use
them."
" What, then, is the answer ? "
" We must make the fullest possible use of intelligence
tests," he continued. " Many of those who are doomed to
be failures at book learning have talents of a different type.
Their skill with abstractions may be negligible, but that
doesn't infer that they have no talent for such things as can
be seen, or handled. We must build the new education so
that it caters for the majority who fall into that category.
We shall then make the most of a very valuable reservoir
of national wealth by permitting the effective employment
of millions who would otherwise be steered into blind-alley,
non-productive employment. We must set up an entire
range of educational institutions of a new type which will
be based on agriculture, or mechanical engineering, or the
other techniques on which the future of India will depend/'
" But what of the minority who can benefit by the
traditional system ? " I demanded. " Surely they form the
ranks from which India will seek to draw administrators,
and other key men who don't have highly-specialised,
technical qualifications."
" Oh, naturally we'll have to provide for all tastes at the
secondary stage," he agreed, " otherwise we won't be able
to fill the places at universities. But the accent in the
future will have to be on vocational training in all initial
stages."
The second important school of thought has aims less
easy to define. They are not as firmly utilitarian as the
first, but it might be fair to say that they favour the " Three
R's" and no nonsense. They would like to see the
education authorities moving to ensure that all children had
a grasp of the essentials of reading and writing in their
mother tongues, with the possible addition of a grounding
in mathematics and a common language for the whole of
India.